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A fter a global apocalypse, 

Japan passed into the hands 
of tyrannical kings. At the birth of 
a rebel chieftain’s twins, the blind 
prophet Nagi predicted, “This is a 
child of destiny, one who will 
grow to lead the people and be 
the light in the sky of our 
nation’s future.” ButTatara, the 
“Boy of Destiny,” was killed by 
the Red King, one of the four 
sons of King Ukon XV Tatara’s 
twin sister, Sarasa, took up his 
name and his mission, vowing to 
lead Japan to freedom and peace. 

During her travels, Sarasa fell 
in love with a young man named 
Shuri, not knowing that he was 
the Red King. On the battlefield, 
the two finally learned one 
another’s identities. After intense 
grief and soul-searching, both 
returned to their positions—rebel 
and king—convinced that they 
were destined to be enemies. 

Now the final war for Japan 
is raging. Outside Kyoto, Tatara’s 
rebel army clashes with the royal 
army, led by the Red King. 
Meanwhile, the royal traitor 
Hagiwara, leading a force of his 
own, has set into motion a plot 
to destroy both armies, burn 
Kyoto to the ground, and seize 
power as the new king of Japan. 

In the heat of battle, Sarasa and 
Shuri feel a bond that allows 
them to predict one another’s 
every move. But neither of them 
planned on Hagiwara’s traps. And 
in a battlefield duel. Shuri loses 




Hagiwara 

One of the Four Councilors of King Ukon, Hagiwara is a 
powerful and ambitious nobleman. He leads a group of 
nobles who are plotting to overthrow the royal family. 
They’re secretly building a new capital of Japan, where 
Hagiwara plans to install himself as king. 


Asagi 

His pale skin and refined demeanor belie his ruthlessness 
and deadly skills. Asagi is the Blue King, son of King Ukon 
and brother of Shuri, but for most of his life he posed as a 
bodyguard to the false Blue King. He is allied with Sarasa, 
but he helps the rebels only out of personal curiosity and to 
further his own goals. 


Hayato 

Hayato first met Sarasa while both of them were posing as 
Tatara. He joined Sarasa’s forces and now sometimes imper¬ 
sonates Tatara to draw attention away from the “real” Tatara. 
He is a descendent of the great Suzaku leader Rasho. 


Nagi 

Extremely wise, Nagi is the blind prophet who declared Sarasa 
the “Child of Destiny.” Also a priest, doctor and teacher, Nagi 
educated the young Sarasa and continues to aid and advise her. 


Chacha 

A strong leader and fighter, she was once a pirate chief but is 
now one of Tatara’s generals. Captain of the rebel flagship, she 
has mustered Tatara’s forces in Sakurajima. 








Sarasa 

When Sarasa and her twin brother 
Tatara were born, a prophecy was 
made: “This is a child of destiny...” 
The people of Byakko Village 
assumed Tatara was the “Boy of 
Destiny,” and Sarasa grew up in his 
shadow. When the Red King’s forces 
killed Tatara, Sarasa took up her 
brother’s name and fought in his 
guise, not realizing that she was the 
real Child of Destiny. Sarasa was 
horrified by the discovery that her 
lover, Shuri, was also her most 
hated enemy, the Red King. 




The Red King 

Once in charge of Midwestern 
Honshu, Shikoku, and Kyushu, 
he is the youngest of King 
Ukon’s four sons. Only a privi¬ 
leged few call him by his 
name, Shuri. After being ousted 
from his throne, he rebuilt his 
power. He is now preparing to 
succeed his father as King of 
Japan. Destroying the rebel 
leader Tatara was one of his 
obsessions, and the discovery 
that Tatara was really Sarasa 
devastated him. 



Ageha 

Capable of staying the hand of a king and arranging for 1,000 
head of cattle on short notice, this mysterious desert nomad 
seems to be extremely informed and influential. Ageha lost his 
left eye when the Red King blinded it as payment for rescuing 
the 12-year-old Sarasa. Now he is Sarasa’s slightly mercenary 
ally. Ageha uses his owl companion, Kagero, to carry messages 
to his contacts. 
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I HAVE TO 
RUSH 
OVER TO 
HELP HIM... 


'CAN’T 

*7v\ove. 

mi 


WE’RE ALL 
FROZEN, 
UNABLE... 


everyor 


■trouble. 


LAKE BIWA 


SASAYAMA RUINS 


MT. HORAI 


KYOTO 


DEFENSIVE 
// WALL 


SARASA’S 

JOURNEY 


Tftt-tU. 


TINY TAM-TAM TIME ® 


This cover is based on a pale blue- 
green color called "asagi" in Japanese. 
(I can’t comment much since I 
haven’t drawn it yet...} 






A HUSH FELL 
OVER THE 
BATTLEFIELD. 


































































\{W THINK! 


your 

MINDS'. 


...BECAUSE 
NOBODY 
STOPPED TO 
THINK' (MOW 
TATARA HAS 
TAKEN A STAND, 
YET YOU STILL... 


THAT'S 

THE 

LG&ST 

YOU CAN 


FOLLOWED 

ORDERS 

BLINDLy... 






DON'T LET 
ANYONE 
MANIPULATE 
YOU! 






























NA¬ 

TION. 

















































































...RELINQUISH 
ALL POWER! 








I MAKE 

THAT.. 


LONG 
AS YOU 


...YOUR 

CROSS 

TO 

BEAR- 


COME 
WITH ME. 
























































TATARA 


ACCEPT 

AND 

HONOR 


...SALUTE 
THE RED 
























TINY TAM-TAM TIME (2) 


Did you see the BASARA anir 
on TV? Unfortunately, 
a national broadcast, so only 
certain regions got it. If 
watched it, please let me 
know what you thought! 


Come to think of it, Shuri was 
really horrible in the beginning... 
I'M THE 
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...THEY 
GOT 
DOUBTS 
ABOUT 
TATARA 
AND THE 
RED KING.. 


HIJIRI 


THE ROYAL 
ARMY 
DOESN'T 
KNOW WHAT 
TO DO, 
EITHER. 







WHAT 
SHOULD 
WE DO? 






















youR 
, HIGH- 
INESS! 


...THEN 

MORE... 











YOU 

ASKED US 
TO 

DECIDE, 
AND THIS 
IS OUR 
ANSWER! 


HANG 

ON! 





















11 WANT 
TOGO 
TO HIS 


I/- I WANTsf 
^TO HOLD 
// HI5 [4 
HAND... 




NOT 

YET. 



















CHARACTER 
FOR "HEART" 
EMBRACED BY 
"ACCEPT¬ 
ANCE." 


CHARACTER 
FOR "LOVE" 

15 I 
COMPOSED 
OF TWO 
PARTS... 


WE'LL 
HAVE TO 
SET 
BUSY 
SOON! 


TATARA WILL 
PROBABLY TRY 
TO FINISH THIS 
BEFORE 
NIGHTFALL ! 















HAGIWARA'S 
ARMY, PLUS 
THE SOLDIERS 
WHO DEFECTED 
FROM SHURI'S 
ARMY... 


ADDED UP 
TO 35,000 
MEN. 


TATARA'S ARMY 
NUMBERED TWICE 
THAT, WITH THE 
ADDITION OF SHURI'S 
SOLDIERS. 

































































































































ACE IN THE HOLE 





HAD A DREAM... 



Tiny Tam-Tam Time (■ 


Thanks to everyone who bought the BASARA 
artbook, “Rame"! What did you think? 

They were able to include a lot of illustrations, 
from ones I did quite a while ago to 
recent work! ^ - 


1 wanted to do a big illustration featuring 
entire cast just for the artbook, so I we 
back and counted therm. 

There wei 
130, and that 
was just the 

character s. 


The editors and designers had a lot of work to do. 


SARASA'S 

JOURNEY 











































I CAN'T BELIEVE 
HE GAVE ME THIS 
MISSION! 


KYOTO 
WILL BE 
SAFE... 


IF YOU SAY 
THE 

MONARCHY IS 
ABOLISHED, 
THEY'LL 
LISTEN. 














/ WE'RE 
REMOVING 
*44 FORMS 
OF 

OPPRESSION! 


...IS PART OF 
THE NATION’S 
GROWING 
PAINS. 







HE KEPT 
CLUTCH¬ 
ING HIS 
CHEST. 






































































































...WE’D <30 

TOGETHER' 




BUT WE 
SAID... 



































"YOU’RE JUST' 
MAKING 

THINGS\ 

INTERESTING, 
AS AG I! I ' 


WEVE 
FOUGHT \ 

TO- Vl\ 

GETHER / J\ 
FOR SO Ay/J 
LONG! // 


7 

1 

OF 

COURSE! 


V 

{ 
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SHURI'S 

LIFE¬ 

BLOOD! 


...IVEFELT 
YOUR 
WARMTH BY 
ME, TOO. 


IF I HAD TO 
CHOOSE 
BETWEEN 
YOU AND 
SHURI... 














•Vi CANNOT 
y HIDE! 


KILL 

EVERYONE 

WHO 

RESISTS! 







WBmI 

iiig 


' 


FINAL TALE: TAN • A SWARM OF MICE 








THEY'RE 
ROUNDING 
EVERYONE 
UP IN THE 
SOUTH! L 


^KICHO IS AGEHA'S STAGE NAME. 



























CALL IT 
"OPERATION 

mice"! 


WE'LL WAIT 
QUIETLY 
UNTIL 

NIGHTFALL! 


LEAVE 
KYOTO TO 


































...WHEN 
WE WANT 
TO END A 
BATTLE... 


...WITHOUT 
KILLIN' THE 
ENEMY 
TROOPS. 


...WE PIN 
DOWN THE 
LEADER... 













IF ONLY 
AS AG I 
HADN'T 
GIVEN OUT 
THAT 
ORDER... 


TATARA. 


mitt' 

SHE \ 
WAS x 
ALMOST^ 
IN /( 
TEARS. 4U| 


SHE'S 

GOING 

TO 

; BLAME 
HERSELF 
AGAIN. 


SHEiii 

ALWAYS' 

»DOES.\ 


IT'S 

ASAGI'S 

FAULT... 


...WE HAVE 
7 TO FIGHT* 
i THESE . 
PEOPLE. ^ 


1 


1 

...THAT 4 

WE \ 

CARRIED \ 

HIM " 

ALONG. — 

AND SHE 
| FEELS 

1 RESPON- 

1 „ SIBLE... 

(S; 
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j TATARA: 


WE DON’T 
WANTTOKILL 
YOU. 


“LURE THE TIGER FROM THE MOUNTAIN": ONE OF 36 STRATEGIES PASSED DOWN FROM 
ANCIENT CHINA. ■<**>&’• 



























































































THEY'LL 

come w 

AFTER US \ 
WHEN DAY // 
BREAKS! / . 


WE GOT THIS 
FAR THANKS 
TO 

COUNCILOR 

SAKURADA. 


NOW WE 
HAVE TO 
COUNT ON 
TATARA... 










WHEN 

TATARA. 


MAKES 

RIDICULOUS 

REQUESTS... 


...AS IF 
THERE'S NO 
TOMORROW 


...SHE HAS 
FAITH THAT 
I'LL NEVER 


--> FOR 

FORMER \ th 75 
BLACK ARMY) 


TATARA'S 
ARMY WILL 
PICK UP THE 
PEOPLE WHO 
(RAN SOUTH 
AND WEST. , 


...I'VE HAD TO 
FORM AN 
ALLIANCE WITH 
THE FORMER 
BLACK ARMY. 


kameokaO^" 


J KYOTO 
SAKU- 
RADA 
OF THE 


TAKAZUKIO 









































TATARS 

GET 

SOME 
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BASARA ended as a serial just the 
other day (it's now June '98J. The ^ 
graphic novels will keep going -for 
a while longer, so please write to 
me when you -finish it! 

BETSU-COA/II magazine is running 
bonus episodes now, featuring variou 
characters, so please check it out! 

- 



THIS JUMPED INTO MY HEAD: 2 
"GOOD LUCK, MURATAKE" 

...1 WILL / 
ALWAYS 
FOL- 
LOW! 1 


\ 

...YOU 
JUST 
WANT 
TO STAY 
AND DO 
CO/ME- 

VjiSt 

[ ■© ‘S) 

yi 

/ YOU 
l SAY 
THAT, 

I BUT... 

LORD f- M 
ASAGI, / /Mt 
THIS IS 1 fk 
NO JOKE! > 

||| 

/Y \Jnevep 

({ /fe 

Mu 

, "J NOT 

1 M GOOD 
,, AT 

■ 1^3 MAKING 
M1 PEOPLE 
/(Al LAUGH! 


Check out the anime! A novel is 
coming out, too! (I didn't write it. 

A novelist adapted the manga into a 
novel.) It'll be a different way to 
enjoy it! Please keep up u 
support a little while longer! 2 - 

,P?, There are two bonus episodes in 
the back of this book. 1 drew 
them about two years ago for a 
dojinshi* I put out myself called 
BASARAlM, which they allowed me to 
include here. I hope the people who 
bought the dojinshi don't feel gypped. 
I'm sorry, but I really wanted to 
include them. 

I drew these comic strips —2 
for a dojinshi, too. Yes, I do stupid 
things like this all the time. 
BASARAN was only sold at a special 
event, and there are no more copies 
available, so please don't request any. 
I'm sorry! 


*Dojinshi: self-published comics, usually fancomics featuring manga 



12 ? 







REUNION IN KYOTO 


THE RED 
KIN© HAS 
RETURNED 
TO KYOTO. 


WILL THAT 
CHANGE 
ANYTHING?’ 






you, 

HE'S 

NOT 

HERE) 


A SENILE OLD 
MAN. 


WHAT'S 

THIS?” 


HE COMES 
AROUND 
AND YELLS 
EVERY DAY. 


DON'T 
HAVE A 
TANTRUM 
IN FRONT 
OF MY 
SHOP! 


HE USED TO 
BE A /WAN OF 
HIGH 

STANDING. 


HE WAS 
FORCED TO 
RETIRE OUT 
HERE ON THE 
OUTSKIRTS 
OF KYOTO. 


BUT HE 
INCURRED 
KING UKON’S 
ANGERFOR 
SOME 
REASON. 











CANT 
REASON 
WITH Hl/V\. 


WE 

CANT 

DEAL 

WITH 

HIM. 


AND HE \ 
PISSES HIS 
PANTS... L 


WHAT HAVE 
YOU DONE 
WITHSHIDO? 


fa my son! 











A6EHA, 
WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 






































































































HIS MOTHER 
NAMED HIM 
MOTOMICHI. 









































WHY ARE YOU STANDING 
THERE, SO VULNERABLE? 








INSIDE 
WAS THE 
YOUNG 



















I CAN'T 
IMAGINE A 
WORLD 
WITHOUT 
you, NAGI. 


IF HE 
HADN’T 
SAVED YOU, I 
NEVER 
WOULD’VE 

met you. 


TATARA. 


I THOUGHT 
you WENTW 
TO BED... fig 


/COVER 
/ YOUR¬ 
SELF! 
IT GETS 
COLD ftr 






























